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Vliat himfelf was guilty of putting tricks upon himfelf ? 

He has afforded us only the twilight of probability ; fuit- 
ab ‘° to that ftatc of mediocrity he has placed us in here ; 
wherein to check our over-confidence and preemption, we 
n-.^ht, by every day’s experience, be made fenfiule of our 
fhortfightednefs. Lodc% 

This part of grammar has been much negletfed, as fome 
others .over-ddigently cultivated. It is cafy for men to write 
one after another, of cafes and genders. Locke. 

It is an ill way of eftablifhing this truth, and filencing 
atheifts, to take fome men’s having that idea of God in their 
minds, for the only proof of a deity; and out of an over- 
jondneji of that darling invention, cafhier all other arguments. 

Locke. 

A grown perfon furfeiting with honey, no fooner hears 
the name of it, but his fancy immediately carries ficknefs 
and qualms to his ftomach : had this happened to him by 
an over-dofe of honey, when a child, all the fame effedts 
would have ^ followed, but the caufe would have been mif- 
taken, and the antipathy counted natural. Locke. 

He ova'-ailed his part; his pafiions, when once let loofe, 
•were too impetuous to be managed. Attcrbury. 

Take care you over-burn not the turf; it is only to be 
burnt fo as may make it break. Mortimer. 

Don’t over-fatigue the fpirits, left the mind be feized with 
a laflitude, and thereby naufeate and grow tir’d of a parti 
cular fabjedl. Watts. 

The memory of the learner (hould not be too much crowded 
with a tumultuous heap of ideas, one idea effaces another. 
An over greedy grafp does not retain the largeft handful. Watts. 

To OV er-abound, v. n. [over and abound.] To abound 
more than enough. 

Both imbibe 

Fitting congenial juice, fo rich the foil. 

So much docs frudluous moifture o’er-abound. Philips. 

The learned, never over-abounding in tranfitory coin, fhould 
not be difeontented. Pope's Letters. 

'IoO ver-act. v.a. [over and ail.] To adl more than enough. 

You over-ail , when you fhould underdo : 

A little call yourfelf again, and think. Ben. Johnfon. 

Princes courts may over-ail their reverence, and make 
themfelvcs laughed at for their foolifhncfs and extravagant 
relative worfhip. Stilling feet. 

Good men often blemifh the reputation of their piety, by 
over-ailing fome things in religion; by an indilcreet zeal 
about things wherein religion is not concerned. Tillotfon. 

To O'ver-arch. v. a. [over and reach.] To cover as with 
an arch. 

Where high Ithaca o’erlooks the floods. 

Brown with o’er-arebing fhades and pendent woods. Pope. 

To O ver-awe. v. a. [over and awe. ] To keep in awe by 
fuperiour influence. 

The king was prefent in perfon to overlook the magiftrates, 
and to over-enue thefe fubjedls with the terror of his fword. 

Spenfer on Ireland. 

Her graceful innocence, her every air 

Of gefture, or leaf! adlion, over-end’d 

His malice. Miltons Par. Lof, b. ix. 

I could be content to be your chief tormentor, ever pay¬ 
ing you mock reverence, and founding in your ears, the 
empty title which infpired you with prefumption, and over¬ 
awed my daughter to comply. Addifon's Guardian. 

. A thoufand fears 

Still over-awe when fhe appears. Granvile's Poems. 

To 0'ver-balance. v. a. To weigh down ; to preponderate. 

Not doubting but by the weight of reafon I fhould con- 
terpoife the over-balaticings of any fadlions. King Charles. 

The hundred thoufand pounds per annum, wherein we 
over-balance them in trade, muft be paid us in money. Locke. 

When thefe important confiderations are fet before a ra¬ 
tional being, acknowledging the truth of every article, fhould 
a bare Angle poflibility be of weight enough to over-balance 
them. Rogers , Serm. xii. 

O’ver-balance. n.f [over and balance.] Something more 
than equivalent. 

Our exported commodities would, by the return, encreafe 
the treafure of this kingdom above what it can ever be by 
other means, than a mighty over-balance of our exported to 
our imported commodities. Temple. 

The mind fhould be kept in a perfedl indifference, not 
inclining to either ftdc, any further than the over-balance of 
probability gives it the turn of affent and belief. Locke. 

O'veR-battle. ad). [Of this word I know not the deriva¬ 
tion ; batten is to grow fat, and to battle , is at Oxford to feed 
on truft.] Too fruitful; exuberant. 

In the church of God fometimes it cometh to pals, as in 
over-battle grounds* the fertile difpofition whereof is good, 
yet becaufe it cxceedeth due proportion, it bringeth abun¬ 
dantly through too much ranknefs, things lefs profitable, 
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whereby that which principally it fhould yield, beine citW 
prevented in place or defrauded of nourifhment, faiSh 

To O'ver-bear *. [over and bear.] To reprffT 

fubdue ; to whelm ; to bear down. ls > to 

f m ° re fav , ase V han man > if he fee “elf able bv 

fraud to over-reach, or by power to over-bear the laws H I 
My defire ' 

All continent impediment would over-bear , 

That did oppofe my will. shakef,. Macbeth 

The ocean o er-pecring of his lift, 

Eats not the flats with more impetuous hafto 
Than young Laertes, in a riotous head 
O'er-bears your officers. Shakeft 

Our counfel, it pleas’d your highnefs JP ear t. 

T GMlerTdtou fhalt well perceive, ^ ha ‘ 

That nor in birth or for authority. 

The bifhop will be over-borne by thee. Sh k r 

The Turkifh commanders, with all their forces, aflkild 
the city, thrufting their men into the breaches by heaps 
if they would, with very multitude, have difeouraeed nr 
over-bom the Chriftians. Knolles 

The point of reputation, when news firft came o/the 
battle loft, did over-bear the reafon of war. jj am 

Yet fortune, valour, all is over-born, 

By numbers; as the long refilling bank 
By the impetuous torrent. Denham 

A body may as well be over-born by the violence of a 
fhallow, rapid ftream, as fwallowed up in the <mlph of 
fmooth water. L’Efram 

Crowding on the laft the firft impel; 

Till over-born with weight the Cyprians fell. Dryden 
The judgment, if fwayed by the over-bearing of paifion" 
and ftored with lubricous opinions inftead of clearly con¬ 
ceived truths, will be erroneous. Glanv. Scepf. c. 27. 

'Fake care that the memory of the learner be not too much 
crowded with a tumultuous heap, or over-bearing multitude 
of documents at one time. Watts 

The horror or loathfomncfs of an objedl may over-bear 
the pleafure which refults from its greatnefs, novelty, or 
bc , a uty- Addifon’s Spectator. 

To Over-bid. v.a. [over and bid.] To offer more than 
equivalent. 

You have o’er-bid all my paft fufferings. 

And all my future too. Dryd. Span. Friar. 

To OVer-blow. v. n. [over and blow.] To be paft its vio- 
lence. 

To O ver-blow . v. a. [over and blow. J To drive away as 
clouds before the wind. 

Led with delight, they thus beguile the way. 

Until the bluftring ftorm is over-blown. Fairy Queen. 

All thofc tempefts being over-blown , there long afterarofe 
a new ftorm which over-run all Spain. Spenfer. 

This ague fit of fear is over-blown , 

An eafy talk it is to win our own. Shakefp. Rich. II. 

Some angel that beholds her there, 

Inftrudl us to record what fhe was here; 

And when this cloud of farrow's o’er-blown. 

Thro’ the wide world we’ll make her graces known. Waller. 

Seiz’d with fecret joy. 

When ftorms are over-blown. Dryden's Pirg. 

O'ver-board. adv. [over and board. See Board.] Off 
the fhip ; out of the fhip. 

The great affembly met again; and now he that was the 
caufe of the tempefl being thrown over-board, there were 
hopes a calm fhould enfue. Howel. 

A*nerchant having a veffel richly fraught at fea in a ftorm, 
there is but one certain way to fave it, which is, by throw¬ 
ing its rich lading over-board. South’s Serm. 

The trembling dotard, to the deck he drew. 

And hoifted up and over-board he threw; 

This done, he feifed the helm. Dryden. 

He obtained liberty to give them only one fang before he 
leaped over-board, which he did, and then plunged into the 
fea. L’Efrange. 

Though great fhips were commonly bad fea-boacs, they 
had a fuperiour force in a fea engagement: the fhock of them 
being fometimes fa violent, that it would throw the crew on 
the upper deck of leffer fhips over-board. Arbuthnot. 

To OVer-bulk. v.a. [ovn- and bulk.] To opprefs by bulk. 

The feeding pride, 

In rank Achilles, muft or now be cropt. 

Or fhedding, breed a nurfery of like evils. 

To over-bulk us all. Shakefp. Trail, and Creffda. 

To O'v er-bur den', v. a. [over and burthen.] Fo load with 
too great weight. 

If fhe were not cloyed with his company, and that we 
thought not the earth over-burthened with him, fhe would 
cool his fiery grief. sidne h “ 
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To O'ver-buy. v. a. [over and buy.] To buy too dear. 

He, when want requires, is only wife, T 

Who flights not foreign aids, nor over-buys ; > 

But on our native ftrength, in time of need, relics. Dryd. ) 
To OVER-CARRY, v. a. [over and carry. ] To hurry too far; 
to be urged to any thing violent or dangerous. 

He was the king’s uncle, but yet of no capacity to fuc- 
ceed ; by reafon whereof his natural affection and duty was 
lefs eafy to be over-carried by ambition. Hayward. 

To O'veR-cast. v. a. part. over-caf. [over and caf.] 
j. To cloud ; to darken ; to cover with gloom. 

As they paft, 

The day with clouds was fudden over-caf. Fairy Queen. 

Hie, Robin, over-caf the night; 

The ftarry welkin cover thou anon. 

With drooping fogs, as black as Acheron. Shakefp. 

Our days of age are fad and over-caf, in which we find that 
of all our vain paffions and affections paft, the farrow only 
abideth. Raleigh’s Hif. of the World. 

I of fumes and humid vapours made, 

No cloud in fo ferene a manfion find. 

To over-caf her ever-fhining mind. Waller. 

Thofc clouds that over-caf our morn fhall fly, 

Difpell’d to fartheft corners of the fky. Dryden. 

The dawn is over-caf , the morning lours, 

And heavily in clouds brings on the day. Addifon. 

2. To cover. This fenfe is hardly retained but by needle-wo¬ 
men, who call that which is incircled with a thread, over- 
caf. 

When malice would work that which is evil, and in work¬ 
ing avoid the l'ufpicion of an evil intent, the colour where¬ 
with it over-caf cth itfelf is always a fair and plaufible pre¬ 
tence of feeking to further that which is good. Hooker. 

Their arms abroad with gray mofs over-caf , 

And their green leaves trembling with every blaft. Spenfer. 

3. To rate too high in computation. 

The king in his accompt of peace and calms, did much 
over-caf his fortunes, which proved full of broken Teas, 
tides, and tempefts. Bacon's Plenty VII. 

To OVER-CHARGE, v. a. [over and charge.] 

l. To opprefs; to cloy; to furcharge. 

On air we feed in every inftant, and on meats but at times; 
and yet the heavy load of abundance, wherewith we opprefs 
and over-charge nature, maketh her to fink unawares in the 
mid-way. Raleigh's Hif. of the World. 

A man may as well expect to grow ftronger by always 
rating, as wifer by always reading. Too much over-charges 
nature, and turns more into difeale than nourifhment. Collier. 
ft. To load ; to crowd too much. 

Our language is over-charged with confonants. Pope. 

3. To burthen. 

He whifpers to his pillow. 

The fecrets of his over-charged fold. Shakefp. 

4. To rate tco high. J 

Here’s Glo’fter, a foe to citizens, 

O'er-chnrging your free purfes with large fines. Shakeft). 

5. To fill too full. 

Her heart is but der-charg'd ; fhe will recover. Shakefp. 
The fumes of paffion do as really intoxicate, and con¬ 
found the judging and difeerning faculty, as the fumes of 
drink difeompofe and ftupify the brain of a man over-charged 
wi * ‘V ,, South’s Sermons. 

If they would make diftinft abftraa ideas of *11 the va¬ 
rieties in human aaions, the number muft be infinite, and 
the memory over-charged to little purpofe. Locke. 

The aaion of the Iliad and /Eneid in thcmfelves exceeding 
fhort, are fo beautifully extended by the invention of cpifodes, 
that they make up an agreeable ftory fuflicient.to employ the 
memory without over-charging it. Addifon's Speiiator. 

o. I 0 load with too great a charge. 

They were 

As canons over-charg'd with double cracks. Shakefp. 

■ Who in deep mines, for hidden knowledge toils, ^ 
Like guns o'er-charg'd, breaks, miffcs, or recoils. Denham. 
lo Over-cloud, v. a. [over and cloud. J To cover with 
clouds. 

The filver emprefs of -the night 
O'er-clouded, glimmers in a fainter light. Tickcl 

1 o GVer-cloy v. a. [over and cloy. ] To fill beyond fatiety.' 
A ,cum pf Britons and bafe lackey peafants, 

Whom their o'er-cloyed country vomits forth 
To deipcratc adventures and deftrudlion. Shakeft 

10 Overcome, v.a. pret. I overcame ; part. paff. overcome'- 
anciently overcomen, as in Spenfer. [overcomen, Dutch. 1 
*•10 lubduc; to conquer; to vanquifh. J 

They ovcrcoinmcn, were deprived 
Of their proud beauty, and the one moiety 
A ransformed to fifh, for their bold furquedry. Spenfer. 

.This wretched woman, overcome J 

Of anguifh'rather than of crime hath been. Spenfer. 
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Of whom a man Is overcome, of the fame is he brought 
in bondage. 2 Pet. ii. 19. 

Fire by thicker air o'er come. 

And downward forc’d in earth’s capacious womb. 

Alters its particles ; is fire no more. Prior. 

2. To over-flow; to furcharge. 

Th’ unfallow’d glebe 

Yearly o'eresrnes the granaries with ftores. Philips. 

3. To come over or upon ; to invade fuddenly. Not in ufe. 

Can’t iuch things be. 

And overcome us like a fummer’s cloud. 

Without odr fpecial wonder l Shakefp. Macbeth. 

To Overcome, v. n. To gain the fuperiority. 

That thou mighteft be juftified in thy fayings, and mighteft 
overcome when thou art judged. Rom. iii. 4. 

O'vercomer. n.f. [from the verb.] He who overcomes. 

To OVer-count. v. a. [over and count.] To rate above 
the true value. 

Thou know’ll how much 

We do o’er-count thee. Shakefp. Ant. and Chop . 

To OVer-cover. v. a. [over and cover.] To cover compleatly. 
Shut me nightly in a charnel houle, 

O’er-covcr’d quite with dead mens rattling bones, 

With reeky fhanks and yellow chaplef* fkulls. Shakefp. 
To O'ver-crow. v. a. [over and crow. ] To crow as in tri¬ 
umph. 

A bafe varlet, that being but of late grown out of the 
dunghil, beginneth now to ovcr-crow fo high mountains, and 
make himfelf the great protector of all our-laws. Spenfer. 
To OVerdo. v. a. [over and do.] To do more than enough. 
Any thing fo over-done is from the purpofe of playing; 
whole end is to hold the mirrour up to nature. Shakefp. 

Nature fo intent upon finifhing her work, much oftner 
over-does than under-does. You lhall hear of twenty ani¬ 
mals with two heads, for pne that hath none. Grew. 

When the meat is over-done, lay the fault upon your lady 
who hurried you. Swift. 

To OVer-dress. v.a. [over and drefs.] To adorn lavifhly. 
In all, let nature never be forgot; 

But treat the goddel's like a modeft fair, 

Nor over-drefs, nor leave her wholly bare. Pope. 

To OVer-drive. v. a. [over and drive.] To drive too hard, 
or beyond ftrength. 

The flocks and herds with young, if men fhould over-drive 
one^day, all will die. Gen. xxxiii. 13. 

To O'ver-eye. v. a. [over and eye.] 

1. To faperintend. 

2. To obferve; to remark. 

I am doubtful of your modefties. 

Left over eying of his odd behaviour. 

You break into fame merry paifion. Shakefp. 

To Over-empty, v. a. [over and empty.] To make too 
empty. 

The women would be loth to come behind the fafhion 
in new-fanglednefs of the manner, if not in coftlincfs of the 
matter, which might over-empty their hufbands purfes. Carew. 
Overfal. n.f. [over and fall.] Cataracl. 

Toftatus nddeth, that thofc which dwell near thofc falls of 
water, are deaf from their infancy, like thofe that dwell near 
th etovcrfals of Nilus. Raleigh’s Hif. of the World. 

To Over-float, v . n . \ovtr and float. J To fwim ; to float, 
I he town is fill’d with flaughter, and o'er-fioats 
With a red deluge, their increafing moats. Dryden. 

To OvpR-FLow. v. n. [wand flow.] 

1. To be fuller than the brim can hold. 

While our ftrong walls fecure us from the foe, 

E’er yet with bldod our ditches over-flow. Dryden. 

Had I the fame confcioufnefs that I faw Noah’s flood, as 
that I faw the over-fnving of the Thames laft winter, I 
could not doubt, that I who faw the Thames overflowed, and 
viewed the flood at the general deluge, was the fame felf. Locke. 

2. 1 o exuberate. 

A very ungrateful return to the author of all we enjoy, 
but fuch as an over-flowing plenty too much inclines men to 

t Rogers, Sermon 2. 

To (J ver-flow. v. a. 
j. To fill beyond the brim. 

Suppofe thyfelf in as great a fadnefs as ever did load thy 
fpirit, wouldll thou not bear it chearfully if thou were fare 
that fame excellent fortune would relieve and recompenfe 
thee fo as to overflow all thy hopes. Taylor 

New milk that all the winter never fails, ^ 

And all the fammer over-flows the pails. ’ Dryden. 
2. I o deluge ; to drown; to over-run; to over-power. 
a Scythians, at fuch time as the northern nations over- 
flnvcd all Chnftendom, came down to the fea-coaft. Spenfer. 
Clanius overflow d th’ unhappy coaft. Dryden. 

o not the Nile and the Niger make yearly inundations 
m our days, as they have formerly done ? and are not the 

countries 













































































